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conscience, I do not think any one person in the Court or
Ministry here designs any more to bring in the Pretender,
than the great Turk. I hope Mr. Harley, who is now on
his journey to Hanover, will give that Court a truer opinion
of persons and things than they have hitherto conceived ; l
and, if your Grace knew the instrument, through which
these false opinions have been infused, you would allow it
another instance of the ludibrium rerum mortalium^ and
your Grace cannot but agree, that it is something singular
for the Prince in possession to make perpetual advances,
and the presumptive heir to be standing off and sus-
picious.

I know not whether your Grace has considered the posi-
tion that my Lord Treasurer is visibly in. The late Ministry,
and their adherents, confess themselves fully resolved to
have his head, whenever it is in their power; and were
prepared, upon the beginning of the sessions, when the
vote was carried against any peace without Spain, to move
that he should be sent to the Tower: at the same time, his
friends, and the Tories in general, are discontented at his
slowness in the changing of commissions and employments,
to which the weakness of the Court interest in the House
of Lords is wholly imputed : neither do I find that those in
the greatest stations, or most in the confidence of my Lord
Treasurer, are able to account for this proceeding, or seem
satisfied with it. I have endeavoured to solve this difficulty
another way; and I fancy I am in the right, from words I
have heard let fall : 3 but, whatever be the cause, the conse-
quences may be dangerous.

The Queen is in very good health, but does not use so

much exercise as she ought.   Pray God preserve her many

lyears!  A projector has lately applied to me to recommend

[him to the Ministry about an invention for finding out the

! longitude.   He has given in a petition to fKB "

1 Swift only mentions part of the mission on which Oxford's cousin,
Thomas Harley, was sent to the Continent at that time; its first
object was to convey fresh instructions to the plenipotentiaries at
Utrecht.

* In a note appended to this sentence in Scotfs edition (xv, 517) it
is implied that the allusion is to a valet-de-chambre of the Elector of
Hanover who was said to have prejudiced his master against Oxford's
Ministry.
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